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The nation is celebrating the 75th year of independence.  The enthusiastic celebrations are a strong rebuttal of the rhetorical claims that true independence came to India only in 2014 by the sympathizers of the present ruling regime.  The Prime Minister himself on numerous occasions has said that India was a slave nation for 1200 years before 1947 and termed this period of our shared history as Dark Age of our civilization. He has also asserted that the years after 1947 till 2014 as wasted years with the country recording no progress at all.  The celebrations to commemorate 75th year of independence provides an opportunity to reflect on the successes and failures of Independent India.  The effort here is not to make a broad study of the developments of these 75 years but to briefly deal with some important aspects relating to the hopes and aspirations of the working class and the issue of national unity.
India’s national liberation movement was arguably the biggest mass mobilization in human history. It was a united struggle of people belonging to all faiths, languages and classes to end the 200 years of colonial exploitation and in the process of which tens of thousands made supreme sacrifices.  Unfortunately Independence came to British India with the country divided into two nations.  This division was facilitated not only by the machinations of the British but also by those forces who believed that Hindus and Muslims are two different nations and they cannot live together peacefully.  The partition resulted into terrible violence in which it is estimated that around 1-2 million people lost their lives in either side of the borders.  The partition was also the greatest migration in human history with around 15 million people uprooted from their homes and soil.  It was a tragedy of gigantic proportions.
While Pakistan chose to be a theocratic state, the leaders of our national liberation movement decided to build India into a secular and democratic republic.  The task was not easy.  Independent India had to not only bring sanity to the situation but also had to assure the people that their needs for a decent and dignified life will be successfully met in the new nation. Independence was the dream of Indians not only of freedom from British rule but also of creation of a State of economic, social and political freedoms.  Though India was a Jewel in the Crown of British Empire, when the Empire left, India was a very poor country.  India at independence had a population of 340 million with a per capita income of around Rs.250. The literacy rate was just a little over 12 percent.  The GDP was estimated at around 2.7 lakh crore with agriculture contributing over 50% of the national GDP. The country did not have any modern industry. It must be noted that India was a very prosperous nation before colonization.  Cambridge historian Augus Maddison writes that ‘India’s share of world income was 22.6% in 1700 (period, Prime Minister considers as Dark Age) almost equal to Europe’s share of 23.3%.’  By the time the British left India, its national income drastically fell down and in 1952 it stood at 3.8% of the total world income.
How did India perform in the last 75 years?  The biggest achievement of India is to remain united.  Not many including well meaning friends of India gave any chance of the country remaining united considering its huge diversities.  Many predicted that the country will disintegrate due to the inherent contradictions. After all India is a country having people practicing all major religions of the world in its womb!  It has 22 official languages, 122 major languages and nearly 1600 other spoken languages. Perhaps no other country could claim to have the number of languages spoken as in India.  It has a rich diverse culture.  These diversities were recognized by the founding fathers of the nation who made no attempts to bring uniformity or homogenizing of the society.  Instead they tried to build a nation on the basis of unity in diversity and the country was built on the foundations of secularism and democracy. 75 years later, India is staring at grave challenges to the unity of its people. 

In the past one decade, Indian politics has taken a rightward shift.  There are attempts to obliterate our shared history while at the same time institutional efforts are being made to falsify and rewrite history.  Both in terms of culture and language, Indian society is sought to be homogenized on the slogan Hindi-Hindu-Hindustan.  This is being resisted in different parts of the country and more particularly in Southern India.  These attempts are being seen as a violent attack on federalism and on the distinct and diverse cultures this country is proud of.  There is a virulent campaign and attack on the Muslim and Christian minorities.  The minorities are being treated as enemies of the nation.  This will have a disastrous impact on the unity of the country. 
The second significant achievement is that India still has a functional democracy.  Elections are periodically held and power transfer is smooth.  This is significant considering the fact that a large number of countries that gained independence around the same time fell into the traps of autocrats and dictators.  However Indian democracy endured except for a brief two year period when Internal Emergency was imposed.  But then democracy is not all about elections.  A participative democracy must have the involvement of people in the decision making processes.  Here Indian democracy is exposed for its weaknesses and lack of inclusiveness.  In the constitutional scheme of things, powers were separated to protect democracy and constitutional values.  Over the years, these democratic institutions have been undermined.  The Executive rather than upholding the principles of constitution today has become agent to implement the agenda of the ruling party.  The judiciary is compromised; so too the Election Commission.  
It is natural to expect the State to be neutral.  But today Indian State is no longer neutral.  It is fully and totally under the control of the capitalist class and has been unabashedly pursuing policies that favour the interests of this class.  Today the Parliament and Legislatures are loaded with people having criminal records and business interests.  Money power in elections has been legalized through Electoral Bonds.  The Members of Parliament and Legislatures have become commodities for purchase and sale.  A minority can easily be converted into majority and majority into minority through purchase and sale of parliamentarians and legislators.  Therefore, it is not necessary to win elections on the basis of the peoples support to gain power; if you have the money it has become much easy to convert the loss into victory.  Elections are fought not on the basis of issues relating to the life and living of the people but on emotional issues relating to religion and language.  The society is polarized on religious lines to win elections.  Therefore, all signs of Indian democracy slipping into electoral autocracy are clearly seen.

The Indian Constitution is acknowledged as one of the most progressive constitutions anywhere in the world.  Granville Austin, the authority on Indian Constitution called it as the coming together of both the national and social revolutions. While the constitution gave fundamental rights, it also laid down the directive principles of the State policy.  Therefore, the Constitution guaranteed the citizens, political, economic and social justice.  Today the Indian Constitution is under severe stress and strain.  There are talks of modifying or redrafting the constitution to suit the needs of India of 2047 by when the ruling classes feel that India would be a fully neoliberal State.  The citizens are denied the freedoms enshrined in the Constitution.  Today most of the guaranteed freedoms have become un-free.  Therefore, there is a need for struggle to reclaim the freedoms guaranteed in the Constitution.  The constitution mandates judiciary to protect citizens from the excesses of the executive but today judiciary in most of the cases is towing the line of the State. It has turned a blind eye to the infringements of the fundamental rights and looks unconcerned with the plight of the civil right activists who are languishing in jails with false charges without any trial.  The media, whose responsibility in a mature democracy is to question the powers, unfortunately has become the cheerleaders of the government.  This situation is really alarming.
The freedom from the British slavery gave the working class hopes of a better life.  The country chose a capitalist path of development with the State creating the infrastructure for industrialization.  Such a path has led the fruits of development and growth to flow to a small section bypassing the overwhelming sections of the population. Despite registering progress on literacy, India’s human development record is nothing to cheer about.  The neoliberal policies of the last 3 decades have hugely widened inequalities.  Major share of the national income and wealth has been cornered by the top 1% of the population.  The country has huge unemployment problem. The rights of the workers are being attacked ferociously. With low income or no income overwhelming majority of people are eking out a miserable living.  India today has the dubious distinction of having the largest number of poor, hungry and illiterate people in the world. Though the country made impressive progress, the economic growth has not translated into better life for the working and marginalized sections of the society. The path of development chosen by India at independence has clearly betrayed the hopes and aspirations of a dignified life by the working class and the marginalized sections.
The secular India had promised its minorities a place and opportunities in the country.  More than 36 million Muslims stayed back in India after partition.  They were impressed by the promise of a secular and democratic State and invested their future in it rejecting the theocratic State established in Pakistan. Today they feel let down.  The Muslims rank very low in the social, economic and educational status.  They constitute the most marginalized section.  They have been left out of the process of political participation.  It is important to note that BJP which is ruling both the centre and a large number of States does not have a single Muslim Parliamentarian.  There is growing social disharmony with Muslims projected as the enemy of the State and are the target of attack of the rightwing fundamentalist forces.  What is disturbing is that the government and the head of the government have remained silent to the violent actions against the minorities.  What was thought to be the fringe sometime back has become the mainstream now. The attempts to marginalize the minorities and exclude them from the development processes and refusal to accord them a rightful place in the nation will have grave consequences for the national unity.
India has also failed the vision of Dr Ambedkar.  Dr Ambedkar who fought his entire life against the upper caste exploitation has now been appropriated by the same section for electoral gains. Dr Ambedkar who drafted the Constitution not only spoke about social justice but worked tirelessly for the annihilation of caste.  Unfortunately caste today is entrenched in India as never before.  Caste identities have become the most important tool to mobilize votes.  Ambedkar has not only been betrayed by the Indian State but even those who have been benefitted from his struggles. They have willingly allowed themselves to be co-opted by the Indian ruling classes. It is another matter that overwhelming majority of Dalits and Tribals continue to live in abject conditions undergoing everyday humiliations. 

India has a mixed record of successes and failures in the last 75 years. The celebration of 75th Year of Independence is the time for a serious introspection.  The causes and reasons for the failure of the promise to establish a State based on equality, justice and fairness have to be clearly analysed. Today the country is facing multiple challenges to its unity, economy and social harmony. The undermining of democracy and constitution will have grave consequences. It may not be wrong to say that India is already seeing early fascistic tendencies with majoritarian politics taking deep roots.  The present ruling regime may boast of India emerging as a world power.  But what use is it to the common people if that power and the economic growth is not reflected in their living standards. Here lies the responsibility of the working class, the only class which is capable of uniting overwhelming sections of the Indian society.  The working class must build up a broad based unity to lead the struggle to reclaim our freedoms and work for redeeming the promises of national liberation movement to construct a society based on justice, equality and fairness.   
