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President : Com Ashok Tiwari                                                                                              Date : 12th July  2021
General Secretary : Com T K Chakraborty
Cir No : 09/2021                                                                                    
To

All Divisional/Regional/State units of AIIPA

Dear Comrades,

AIIPA Secretariat meeting held on 6th July 2021

A virtual meeting of the members of the Secretariat of AIIPA was held on July 06, 2021.  The zoom meeting was presided over by Com Ashok Tiwari, President.

After paying homage to the departed leaders of national and international movements and our own colleagues in Insurance, the meeting commenced its proceedings.
Com T.K.Chakraborty, General Secretary, presented a discussion note and said that the pandemic situation had restricted our activities for the past many months and we had to cancel the physical meeting of the Secretariat earlier scheduled for 3rd & 4th March 2021.  He said that the continuing indifference of the Govt towards Pensioners’ issues were causing anguish, especially the delay in the approval of the agreed improvements in family pension benefits and other related matters. On the demand for updation of Pension in Insurance, the Govt is maintaining stoic silence despite allowing the benefit in RBI.  AIIPA’s case before Supreme Court on 100 percent DR for pre-1997 retirees and on updation of pension is not moving due to pandemic restrictions.
Com Shreekant Mishra, General Secretary, AIIEA, who gave special address, shared our concern and said that AIIEA never sees the issues of pensioners as pensioners issue only; today’s employees are tomorrow’s pensioners and the present, past and future employees are integral part of the movement.  He assured that AIIEA would step up efforts to break the indifference of the Govt vis-à-vis the demands of Insurance Pensioners.

Com Shreekant Mishra lamented the decision of the Govt to disinvest the shares of LIC through IPO and its decision to sell one of the PSGI Cos.  He said that AIIEA has been mobilizing public opinion against the ill-conceived decisions of the Govt and making common cause with the broader sections of the working class; it should take the shape of political movement.
Dr P.Ravishankar, AIIPA’s panel lawyer who is coordinating our case in Supreme Court on DR and Pension Updation, gave details on the developments of the case.  He said there are limitations on court procedures when cases are heard through video conference these days in the pandemic situation.  He said our lawyers would press for early and continuous hearing when the case would come up on 7th July as listed.

Com J.Gurumurthy, VP, AIIPA, presented the work report on the activities of General Insurance units and on organization.  He said, AIIPA has 25 units in General Insurance (22 exclusive State / Regional Units and 3 composite units); all the units are in live contact with hqrs.  Issues, both individual and collective, are meticulously taken up, pursued and resolved.  He quoted the recent achievements of AIIPA in the matter of getting relief in mediclaim premium loading, facilities obtained for home based covid treatment including home based oxygen bed and ICU facilities, etc for general insurance pensioners.  He said AIIPA has become a household name among general insurance retirees and the membership strength is growing.  Many retired Chief Executives of PSGICs are also enrolling as Life Members with AIIPA units.  As on 1st July 2021, six former CMDs and twentyone General Managers / Directors of the PSGICs have taken Life Membership with AIIPA.
The other Secretariat members deliberated on the issues presented by the General Secretary; they shared reports on the activities of the units in respective zones.  

Com Amanulla Khan, senior leader of Insurance employees’ movement, gave important inputs – on the status of our demands, what is happening to our industry and on the need to strengthen the movement.  The Govt remains indifferent to every section of working people and the senior citizens.  The Govt is in denial mode on every demand.  He quoted the example of pension updation issue in NABARD where even after court verdict and the recommendations of the Board, Govt has rejected the demand. The NABARD employees are continuing their struggle.  The policy of the Govt vis-à-vis PSUs is causing more alarm; there is need for trade unions and pensioners’ associations to move in unison, to build a broader and gigantic movement to protect the public sector and to defend their rights.  He suggested further course of action by AIIPA to break the stalemate in the clearance of recommended improvements in family pension and also to keep a sustained movement on pension updation issue. 

After detailed discussions, the Secretariat decided :

1. Units to expedite arranging individual letters to Finance Minister on Family Pension issue (draft already supplied);
2. All the Units of AIIPA will also send a letter to Finance Minister on Family Pension issue (draft sent herein);

3. GIPSA / Cos would be persuaded to submit their recommendations to DFS on Family Pension issue if not already done;

4.  AIIPA will hold a virtual meeting of the Central Committee to decide further course of action. The date and details will be intimated.
5.  AIIPA members will strongly oppose government’s moves to bring IPO of LIC and privatization of one Public Sector General Insurance Company and participate in all programmes of employees unions opposing these moves.  
With greetings.                                     
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(T.K.Chakraborty)
General Secretary
