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President : Ashok Tiwari                                                                                                        Date : 12th June  2019      
General Secretary : T K Chakraborty
Cir No : 12/2019                                                                                                                      

To

All Divisional/Regional/State units of AIIPA

Dear Comrades,

Re: LET US RESOLVE TO GO FORWARD WITH CONVICTION
The Central Committee of AIIPA, that held its session, in the city of Kozhikode on June 8 and 9, 2019, earnestly appealed that all efforts should be made to build an Organisation that will be more cohesive,  more ideologically oriented and that will be a powerful vehicle to face up to the challenges ahead.
The Meeting presided over by Com. Ashok Tewari, President, AIIPA, noted that the electoral outcome was not only because of fragmented opposition but also due to the shifting of the narrative to national security from economic issues affecting the common people by the ruling elite.
The BJP-led NDA Government has assumed power again and that restricts the space for struggle and dissent and the C.C. meeting was of the firm opinion that such a situation should not deter Organisation like ours from espousing the causes of its members and launch campaigns and struggles for resolution of the issues.
The Meeting felt happy that efforts of AIIEA and AIIPA fructified and one final option to join the Pension Scheme, 1995 achieved in the midst of Government policies that are known to be opposed to the interests of the workers. It was also noted that certain criteria for cost sharing has been prescribed and it called upon all eligible people to exercise option for pension/family pension as  social security measure should not be allowed to slip out.
The Meeting exhorted all units of AIIPA to reach out to all entitled for pension option and help them to enroll themselves in the Scheme.
The Central Committee felt concerned that the Hearings in our case were getting delayed though the S.L.P. was ordered to be listed after six weeks, when the case came up on November 26, 2018.
The Members heard with rapt attention the speech that elaborated on the perspective of AIIPA on judicial domain, that dwelt with how in spite of effective presentation of arguments and how after in principle acceptance of discrimination in the matter of payment of dearness relief, the judgement of the Delhi High Court had created another division among Pre- August 1997 pensioners. The legal nuances of the points at stake were well explained and assimilated.
The Central Committee felt that apart from legal preoccupation, organisational efforts must continue to find solutions to the issues.  
The Committee was informed that LIC is inclined favourably to increase the Family Pension on the lines of central government and RBI and the issue will be further pursued by the AIIPA for early favourable decision.
However on other issues like Increased Minimum Pension, Full Pension for 20 years of service, Last drawn salary as the basis for pension, the authorities have not moved and the Central Committee urged upon the leadership to vigorously pursue these issues.
On Group Mediclaim, the Committee felt concerned  that premium has been increased by about 13% and that too without any additional tangible benefits like inclusion of dental treatment, hearing aids etc., as demanded by AIIPA.
Non-grant of another option to join the Mediclaim by left out pensioners was viewed with concern and the meeting urged upon LIC to consider the same at the earliest.
  The meeting requested the management not to delay any further but to consider immediately grant of Monthly Cash Medical benefit to all Pensioners. 
While the Central Committee felt gratified over the increase in Cash Medical Allowance for Pre-1986 retirees in LIC, it implored upon GIPSA also to come forward to grant such allowance to its retirees also.
The meeting while expressing satisfaction over the growth of the AIIPA, felt it was uneven and wanted efforts taken for the opening of the Pensioners’ Associations, wherever not existing now and also activate the P.A.s. The meeting also resolved to increase the membership, for which efforts will have to be taken.
Along with deliberations on pensioner’s issues, the Meeting took upon itself the task of discussions on political issues.
The Members were of the firm opinion that electoral reverses of the Left forces would not be a deterrent but would propel them more and more to associate themselves with campaign and struggles against the wrong policies of the Government.
The Central Committee took cognisance of the communication of AIIPA to the new Finance Minister and it felt that time should be allowed to the government to settle down and to look into the issues projected. Efforts will be made to meet the Finance Minister, as sought for in the letter.
The Secretariat of AIIPA was authorised to initiate measures and chalk out programmes for solutions, if and when necessary.
    Organisation will be in full swing to protect and further the interests as it has always been.
Our Case in Supreme Court is likely to come up on July 9, 2019 and our Senior Counsel Shri. Raju Ramachandran shall marshall  arguments and place them effectively before the Court.
The Central Committee Meeting held its proceedings in serene ambience at ‘Saroj Bhavan’, Union Office of LIC Employees’ Union, Kozhikode and LIC Pensioners’ Association, Kozhikode.
From the time the members were received at the Railway Station/Airport and taken to place of stay, in the cars driven by the employees/pensioners to the time they were similarly given a send off, the camaraderie could be well felt and the visible and invisible role of the volunteers during the meeting without any distraction for the meeting was well appreciated.
The synergy between the employees and pensioners of Kozhikode has only to be experienced to be believed. The close coordination between the two Organisations enabling a successful meet is one to be emulated. Kudos to the comrades of Kozhikode!
A largely attended meeting of the LIC pensioners was also organised and the leaders addressed the gathering.  
The Meeting of the Central Committee of AIIPA has a message; Insurance Pensioners shall carry forward their purposeful journey through the thick and thin of the socio-political environs, continue to repose faith in their organisation and make it morestrong to fulfill its mission.
With Greetings,
                                                                                                                                                  Comradely Yours,
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