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To

All Divisional/Regional/State units of AIIPA

Dear Comrades,
THERE WILL BE A NEW DAWN

Let the New Year 2019 bring in its wake, all prosperity and good health to all Insurance Pensioners and their near and dear.

Let the Year to be ushered in, open up possibilities for a Government that will be responsive to the aspirations of the population and one that will take the Nation to greater heights in all spheres of life. Let 2019 be an year, when individual liberties are respected and no part of the social fabric is put under strain.

AIIPA extends its warm Greetings for a Happy New Year to all and desires everyone of these gets materialised.

The New Year starts with a promise, for a better life when lakhs and lakhs of workers, peasants and toiling people will launch “Two-day Nationwide Strike” on January 8&9, 2019,

against the anti-people policies of the Government, to force reversal of policies affecting the common people of the country and AIIPA wishes it all success. AIIPA also beckons the Insurance pensioners to associate and participate in the programmes/campaigns preceding the nationwide strike and also on the days of the strike.

The year 2019, will witness an electoral battle of epic proportions. The forces who have done enormous damage to the democratic and secular environs of the country in the last four and a half years, trying to stifle voices of democratic dissent and dubbing people who raise their voice against the Government as anti-nationals, labelling social activists as urban-naxals, lynching in the name of cow vigilantism etc., will masquerade as champions of the people.

The Left and Democratic Forces will be a galvanizing force, uniting all opposition parties, in the battle to safeguard the country’s interests and that of people at large.

The Society is sought to be fractured on the basis caste, creed and religion and the economy is in shambles due to the ill effects of Demonetisation and faulty implementation of

GST. With a view to show that performance of NDA is better than that of UPA, methodology of GDP calculation has been modified.

Certain happenings have had a debilitating effect on the economic, socio, political atmosphere and had been a matter of concern.

The year that will set into history, has been a witness to attempts to destabilise the Institutions by the ruling elite for political ends.

CBI itself got into quagmire of controversies with involvement of top officials. The Government, on its part, acted in a way that added to the complexities of the situation. Undermining the rules and procedures, the Government removed the CBI Chief and initiated action through Chief Vigilance Commissioner and that has been challenged. With more and more officials of CBI approaching the Courts against the Government for its malice, the independence and neutrality of the Agency has come into question. It will be the bounden duty of the Democratic forces to ensure efforts to undermine, do not succeed.

Reserve Bank of India, known for its autonomy, for its functioning, has come under attack by the Government. The Regulatory powers were sought to be diluted and the Government put pressure over PCA norms, transfer of Reserves and regulation of NBFCs etc.

The Government tried to override RBI, first by inducting people of their choice in the Board and threatening to invoke Rule (7) of RBI Act. The Governor, Dr. Urjit Patel resigned

citing personal reasons, though the Government claims he was not asked to step down. A trusted bureaucrat of the Government has been assigned the task to run RBI and people must see to it that earlier status-quo and primacy of RBI remains intact.

The government strives to have its say in the appointment of Judges to the Supreme Court and the recommendations of the collegium are not acted upon and/or returned.

The Agreement to buy 36 Rafale Jets without sovereign guarantee by the French Government, the selection of Offset partner has been a matter of dispute. Both the ruling and

opposition party have indulged in war of words over JPC and the verdict of the Apex Court in the matter, it is claimed, contains factual errors. 

The results of the recent elections to five State Assemblies have a lesson for all concerned. The attempts to polarise with shrill cries for Ram Mandir through executive action have not caught the imagination of the voters and there has been a change of regime in the three States ruled by BJP. Efforts by Congress Party for soft Hindutva have also not met

with success as the party had expected and in two states, it got mauled and in other states of Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh, it could just manage to form the Government.

The Elections were preceded by acrimonious debates often touching the low ebb with personal vilifications. The election results have dented the boastful claim of invincibility of the

ruling party and its cohorts.

For one thing the electorate have shown maturity and have exhibited their resoluteness to fight against the injustices perpetrated, be it fair price for the farmers, be it unemployment or be it price rise. The announcement of 150% of the cost as MSP, providing two crore jobs etc., have been a farce at the ground level.

In such a scenario, it is for the Insurance Pensioners to join hands with democratic forces in their task to elect a truly democratic and secular government.

LIC of India continues to retain its pre-eminence so also the Public Sector General Insurance Companies.

There has been disinvestment in New India Insurance Company and with proposed merger of other three Public Sector General Insurance Companies, they may also be in the pipeline. Insurance Employees and Pensioners must make determined efforts to thwart the designs of the Government.

During this year, certain investment decisions of LIC have come for scrutiny by the people, who have the welfare of the policyholders at heart. Bailing out IDBI Bank with huge NPA and ILFS, has led to consternation and AIIPA has cautioned LIC against imprudent decisions, affecting the morale and confidence of the public.

The role of the Government, LIC and GIPSA on issues of Insurance Pensioners has been one of apathy and negation.

On matters related to Uniform Rate of Family Pension, Reckoning of service for Full Pension, criteria for Basic Pension that have been in vogue in Central Government and RBI

and that have no bearing to the legal pursuit, the attitude smacks of indifference.

The Government denies updation of pension to Insurance Pensioners citing absence of provision and affirming non-applicability of Nakara Judgement to non-Government employees.LIC has no qualms to disown its Board Resolution before the Court to deny the legitimate benefit. GIPSA refuses to act on these demands and adopts wait and watch policy.

It is a welcome move that AIIEA has included the issues of pensioners in its Charter and has pursued these issues with LIC.

The judicial proceedings have become long drawn process with certain petitioners digressing. It now seems, a view to focus on main case has emerged.

AIIPA would like to emphasise that non-solution of issues, stems mainly out of the policies of the Government and the Organisation, besides its judicial pre-occupation, will

strive to find solution with continuous follow up.

The message for the New Year, from AIIPA will be an appeal to strengthen the democratic forces and weaken the inimical group in the electoral arena and strive for a true

representative Government that understands and appreciates the aspirations of the aam-admi.

Let the Insurance Pensioners be part of the larger movement against the government policies in order that their future is secure and be an active and proud member of AIIPA.

ALL INDIA INSURANCE PENSIONERS’ ASSOCIATION WISHES A

HEALTHY, HAPPY, PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR.

With Greetings,
                                                                                                                                                  Comradely Yours,
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