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ALL INDIA INSURANCE PENSIONERS' ASSOCIATION

Oriental Building, Kamptee Road, LIC Square, Nagpur-440 001
E-mail : aiipanagpur@gmail.com Tele Fax. : 0712-2540778

President : M. L. Setiya
General Secretary : T. K. Chakraborty




Cir No : 12/2017                                                                                                              Date : 25th April 2017      

To

All Divisional/Regional/State units of AIIPA

Dear Comrades,

Re: Letter to Shri V K Sharma, Chairman, LIC of India.

We reproduce below our letter dated 25th April 2017 addressed to Shri V K Sharma, Chairman, LIC of India.


With  greetings.






                                                             Comradely yours.
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                                                                                                                                      General Secretary

                                                 Date : 10th April 2017
Shri.V K Sharma,
Chairman,
LIC of India,
Mumbai.
Dear Sir,                                              
Option to LIC pensioners to join/rejoin Group Mediclaim Scheme
All India Insurance Pensioners’ Association(AIIPA) has since long been stressing that Group MediClaim Policy for employees, pensioners and their dependents should be viewed as a Social Welfare Benefit and not as a business proposition and  with this view, had been demanding  judicious rates of premium , subsidy  thereunder and floater cover at various points of time in the past.
When there was a steep increase in premium in the distant past, AIIPA made it a point to demand its review and also the urgent necessity for introduction of subsidy in premium. However our efforts did not succeed then and the higher premium rates came to be in vogue.
As the burden of higher premium  could not be borne by some of the LIC pensioners  they had to go out of the Group Mediclaim Scheme, much against their wish, losing the much required mediclaim cover for expenses of hospitalisation.
With persistent endeavours, AIIPA could at the first instance, secure subsidy in premium for the pensioners and with this, the pensioners could avail themselves of medical cover from the year 2010 at subsidised rates of premium. Even at that time, AIIPA had urged upon LIC to grant an option to the LIC pensioners who had gone out of the mediclaim scheme to re- join the scheme but to no avail.
There has been repeated representations, through correspondence and vociferous pleas in person, when AIIPA delegation had occasions to meet LIC Officials, to accede to our request. But LIC Management did not choose to accept our demand for option to these pensioners to rejoin the Group Mediclaim Scheme(GMC).
Again when the facility of Floater Policy was brought in, acceding to the demand of the AIIPA,  we reiterated the need for another option as the left out Pensioners should also have a chance to benefit under the new Scheme.
All these years, from the time subsidy was introduced in 2010, when floater policy was ushered in 2014 and again on the insistence of the AIIPA deduction of premium from monthly pension was agreed to two years back, AIIPA had been underscoring the importance of covering all LIC Pensioners and/or their families under Group MediClaim Scheme.
Even recently when AIIPA Delegation met the Executive Director (P) and other officials on 17th March, 2017, a pin pointed reference on one more option to left out pensioners to rejoin the Group Mediclaim Scheme was made and the facility of such an option in public sector general insurance companies being granted was also referred to.
As a follow- up of the Discussions, AIIPA had sent a communication to you on 10th April.2017 and therein we had stated that a favourable claims experience of the recent past had brought about a marginal reduction in premium rates and inclusion of non-optees , their number being miniscule as compared to the beneficiaries covered, in the overall scenario would not adversely affect  the claims ratio in the ensuing year and the future.
Taking into consideration all these points, AIIPA had demanded an immediate favourable decision to allow these LIC pensioners/family pensioners to re- join the Group Mediclaim Scheme. Till now, there has been no response and we are sure our demand is under active consideration.
LIC pensioners as a whole, have also contributed to the growth and prosperity of Life Insurance Corporation Of India, in their hey days and we feel it is not too much to ask LIC to reciprocate and give these hapless pensioners get  medical insurance, so that they need not fritter away their pension monies  for meeting expenses of hospitalisation but to utilize it to lead a comfortable living.LIC pensioners form a homogeneous group and denial of  the benefits of  group medical insurance to some sections of them, is not only unfair and unjust but also may  tantamount to discrimination. 
It is our fond hope, LIC will understand their difficulties, appreciate their concerns, besides listening to the view points of AIIPA and communicate the decision to grant the option to these LIC pensioners to rejoin the Group Mediclaim Scheme at the earliest.
Thanking You,
                                                                                                                       Yours faithfully,
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                                                                                                                    (T.K.CHAKRABORTY)
                                                                                                                      General Secretary
