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Cir No : 26/2016                                                                                   Date : 7th  September  2016      

To

All Divisional/State units of AIIPA

Dear Comrades,

Re: Our Case in Delhi High Court
All India Insurance Pensioners’ Association (AIIPA), rightly decided to engage itself in the legal forum too and has been making correct moves to protect the interests of LIC Pensioners and has in the process, filed its Rejoinder to the Counter Affidavit filed by LIC and will be filing its response once the Union of India’s Counter Affidavit is received. 
Suffice it to say that all important points raised by LIC, have been covered in its reply by the AIIPA and these will be fortified by our learned counsel during the course of arguments before the Hon’ble Delhi High Court.
On the plea of Union of India and the LIC, the Supreme Court has granted time till end of Janurary, 2017 to decide on the issues remitted to the Delhi High Court and the date of next hearing has been fixed as September 27, 2016 in the Delhi High Court when other legal formalitities will be completed.
But it seems some petitioners, ostensibly moaning the delay, are in fact, out to cause further delay.
The Supreme Court Judgement of March 31, 2016 had remanded the matters to Delhi High Court, with a direction to decide on the Constitutional Validity of Rule 3(A) of Appendix IV of LIC Pension Rules and as also to adjudicate whether and what benefits are available to retirees after the cut-off date prescribed under Rule.
While deciding on  31st March, 2016, on payment of Interim Relief of 40%, the Hon’ble Supreme Court, referring to its earlier order dated 7th May, 2015, and referring to the points of dispute between parties on this count averred,
“The said aspect shall not detain us from what we are going to direct in praesenti………….” and also said,
“………..an interim order is an interim order and does not have any impact at the time of final verdict especially in such a situation……….”
All those who had been following the course of events would have known, direction for deposit of amounts in the High Courts, payment of Interim Relief of 20% to petitioners and members of Petitioner Organisation, were under impugned judgements and these judgements had dealt with implementation of LIC Board Resolution of November 2001.
It is also a known fact that these directions were followed by LIC, as per its understanding of the Board Resolution of November, 2001 and though disputed by some parties to the case, LIC stuck to its stand and as noted elsewhere these were not gone into, by the Hon’ble Supreme Court, while ordering payment of interim relief   of 40% under Rule 3(A).
While AIIPA broadly is in concurrence with the contours of the LIC Board Resolution on uniform rate of dearness relief, the Organisation has a firm view over the way the merger of Dearness Relief was sought to be made by the LIC, for purposes of uniform rate of Dearness Relief at 1740 points. Instead of merging Dearness Relief with Full Neutralisation even up to 1740 points to compensate the erosion, LIC had merged only truncated Dearness Relief.  
Pointing out that this erosion of the earlier period was factored in at the time of wage revision effective August 1997 and pointing out that pre-August 1997 Pensioners should not be made to suffer the loss permanently, AIIPA had consistantly demanded grant of full neutralisation to Pre-August 1997 Pensioners and had reiterated that this aspect should be taken into account for payment of interim relief of  20% and 40 % .
Adverting to the legal proceedings, AIIPA would like to recapitulate that one reason behind the decision to join the fray was the time schedule expected to be followed.  
Considering the need to go in for a quicker culmination of the main petition and for an early solution to the issues of the LIC pensioners, AIIPA feels it is not judicious at this juncture to push for its thinking on Interim Relief but to strive for it later.
As stated already, it looks, as if certain petitioners are interested in a full discourse on the correctness or otherwise of the methodology followed by LIC in the payment of interim relief and our apprehension that this may further cause delay in the main proceedings, we wish should not come true.
The litigants, pressing for a hearing on  their Affidavits filed against the LIC’s Compliance Affidavit on the payment of interim relief of 40%, may be having their own reasons and views but for the present, AIIPA would like to keep its cards close to the chest and reveal its strategy if and when necessary.  
AIIPA likes to emphasise that protection of interests of LIC Pensioners at this juncture is foremost in the thought process and AIIPA will do everything necessary and possible to usher in justice to all and at the earliest.
AIIPA will not get deterred in its efforts and the Organisation will stand four square with the LIC pensioners.  
With Greetings,
                                                                                                    Yours Comradely,
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                                                                                              GENERAL SECRETARY
