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Cir No : 18/2015                                                                                       Date : 2nd December  2015      
To

All Divisional/State units of AIIPA

Dear Comrades,

Re: Let Insurance Pensioners assert their right!

The unanimity in perception, the singularity of purpose, that oneness in understanding and above all the complete faith reposed in the organisation, came to the fore during the course of the meeting of the Central Committee of All India Insurance Pensioners’ Association (AIIPA).

The Meeting held on 28-29 Nov 2015 at Vijayawada, the place where the 4th AIl India Conference of AIIPA had been successfully held in 2008, formed the perfect backdrop for the momentous conclusions arrived at. 

December 17, 2015   the ‘All India Pensioners’ Day’ marking the Historic Judgement of the Hon’ble Supreme Court in  D S Nakara Case, has been and will continue to be the   Day, we rededicate ourselves to the cause of Insurance Pensioners.

Com T K Chakraborty, General Secretary, AIIPA while summing up the discussions, called upon Insurance Pensioners to observe the day, not with fanfare but with a sense of purpose.

He called upon the insurance pensioners to assemble, in large numbers. before the offices of LIC/Public Sector general insurance companies, adopt Resolutions on their demands and submit it to the Officers- in -Charge.

While replying to the Debate, the General Secretary dwelt on the present socio -political and economic situation in the country , how economic fundamentals were being tampered with, how more and more concessions were being doled out to MNCs and  Corporates  at the cost of ‘aam admi’ , about whose sufferings, there were eloquent  references during election campaign to Lok Sabha in 2014.

Com Chakraborty told the Members that this Government was out to destroy cultural pluralism, with fringe groups, supporting the government   branding dissent even by intellectuals, as anti- national and with attempts to paint those with different views  as unpatriotic.

Delineating the achievements of AIIPA, the General Secretary told the meeting, it was this Organisation (AIIPA) that brought about improvements like monthly Cash Medical Allowance for pre- 1986 retirees, Family Floater Policy, with element of subsidy intact, Cashless Facility, not with a loading in premium, but with a reduction and host of other benefits etc.

While the Members spoke, they spoke of issues remaining in other spheres. The uniform rate of Dearness Relief, envisaged through the LIC Board Resolution of Nov 2001, had not come about, in spite of AIIPA succeeding in the year 2008, to change the mindset of the authorities and pressing for implementation without the need for a judicial verdict, LIC and GIPSA are not enthusiastic about actively following up, grant of Increased Minimum Pension, Uniform Rate of Family Pension @ 30% etc.

The meeting also focussed on two other main issues of Updation of Pension and Grant of monthly Cash Medical Allowance to all Pensioners.

It was pointed out, while the Central Government Pensioners were enjoying updation of Pension with acceptance of Recommendations of successive Central Pay Commissions and with the VII Central Pay Commission also recommending pension updation and their pensions still going higher Insurance Pensioners were languishing with Pension, fixed at the time of retirement.

When AIIPA Delegation has mooted the idea of Monthly Cash Medical Allowance for all Pensioners there was inclination at the official level and when the matter was pursued with Chairman, LIC on 13th August 2015, there was positive response, for a decision once the wage revision was settled. 

General Secretary, AIIPA taking note of all these submissions   said the decision of the Central Committee would be to focus on all these issues on December 17, 2015.

It was also decided to participate in all agitational programmes for one more option of pension and improvements in Pension Scheme, 1995 as may be decided by AIIEA. CC meeting also decided to be part of joint actions of pensioners.

Com Chakraborty also exhorted the Members to strengthen the Organisation, to take measures for effective day- to- day functioning and also expressed his wish for closer co-ordination with units of AIIEA at Divisional and Regional Levels.

To allay the misconceptions, if any, regarding the judicial proceedings, Com K. Natarajan, Vice President, AIIPA explained the implications in detail.

He said that  the LIC Board Resolution of Nov 2001, implied only full neutralisation with merger of Dearness Relief up to 1740 points (CPI) and that no updation of pension and the resolution was for prospective implementation after Government approval and Notification. He also said that while LIC tried to implement Court Orders on deposit and Payment of 20 % of arrears of Dearness Relief after merger has deposited and paid from August 1, 1997.

Hon’ble Justice Bhandari of Jaipur High Court, in his order, in Jan 2010 had directed LIC to consider and  implement its Board resolution of Nov 2001, to end discrimination in payment of dearness relief to  LIC Pensioners, without a cut-off date, 1st Aug 1997.

Com Natarajan pointed out, while even  the in- service  employees got full neutralisation in DA only from August 1997, the so- called protagonists of pensioners’ welfare were spreading mis-information that these pensioners were entitled and bound to get full neutralisation in D.R. from November 1993.

He wanted to inform the rank and file not to be misled but to continue to have faith in the AIIPA, to remedy the situation through organisational measures

The Office Bearers and Central Committee Members expressed their views frankly and were appreciative of the stand of the Organisation and the Organisational measures adopted to achieve the objective.

The CC meeting unanimously passed resolutions regarding Freedom of expression and against atmosphere of intolerance prevailing in the country, for improvements in Pension scheme including updation of pension, one more option for pension, demanding retiral benefits due to revised salary to Class-I officers retired between 1/8/1992 and 31/7/1994 and SVRS optees of PSGI companies, monthly cash medical allowance and increase in ex-gratia pension to pre 1986 retirees and their spouses.

The Central Committee had the advantage of hearing the leaders of AIIEA on the prevailing situation.

Com V. Ramesh, General Secretary, AIIEA explained how AIIEA was able to bring about a breakthrough in wage revision, with correct   connotations,    with broadest joint front, with prodding of the managements, with percolation of message to the members that a splendid wage revision was achievable. He also spoke on the attitude of the present Government and how it wishes out to destroy the public sector, how there was power concentration and how views got changed before and after parliamentary elections etc. He complimented LIC and GIC for providing massive financial support to the 12th V year Plan and how it was necessary to protect these Institutions against the onslaught of the government in our own interest.

Com Ramesh said that Pension Updation was a political struggle and not only Insurance Pensioners but the entire comity of pensioners should unite to wrest the benefit from the Government.

Com J Gurumurthy, Vice President, AIIEA while inaugurating the C.C. Meeting dealt on various facets of the wage revision struggle, strategies adopted and how it paid dividends.

The Meeting presided over, by Com M L Setiya, President, AIIPA earlier paid homage to Com R Narayanan, Former Vice- President of AIIEA and other leaders and cadres who had departed.

The meeting further also called upon the insurance pensioners to associate themselves and actively participate in the campaign / programmes to defend and protect the public sector insurance industry.

A largely attended meeting of the pensioners was also held on 29.11.2015 to inform about the decisions of CC Meeting of AIIPA.

All Members of the Central Committee, were one, in their appreciation for the arrangements made by Insurance Corporation Retired Employees’ Association with the active participation of Insurance Corporation Employees Union, Machilipatnam division.

The draft of the resolution to be adopted in the gate meetings on 17.12.2015 is sent herewith.LIC Pensioners’ Associations/General Insurance Pensioners’ Associations are advised to retain/delete the portions related/ not related to them and to retain portions relating to common issues.

The Meeting of the Central Committee has spoken in one voice and now on to December 17, 2015!

With greetings, 
                                                                                                                      Yours comradely,
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                                                                                                                    (TK CHAKRABORTY)
                                                                                                                                  General Secretary
