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Report of 6th General Conference of AIIPA held from 14th to 16th Oct. 2014 at Kanpur.

6th General Conference of AIIPA was held at Kanpur from 14th to 16th October 2014. The conference started with unfurling of AIIPA flag at 2.00 pm on 14th Oct, 2014 by President Com M L Setiya amid slogans of AIIPA Zindabad.  After paying homage at martyr’s column by leaders, delegates and observers, the inaugural session started in the auditorium aptly named after Com R Umanath, who was politburo member of CPI(M), and leader of insurance employees’ having led SZIEF.

Com Ashok Awasthi on behalf of Pensioner’s Association of Kanpur welcomed the delegates and observers. House paid homage to prominent personalities in the field of Trade union, politics, social activists, art, culture, sports, peace movement and insurance pensioner’s who left us during the intermittent period after Com K Natarajan read out the homage resolution.

Com Subhasini Ali, Chairperson, Reception committee presented her welcome address after initial introduction by Com M L Setiya, President.

Deviating from the written welcome address Com Subhasini Ali expressed that emotions and ideological sentiments immediately after independence led to development of Trade union movement in the country. She expressed anguish at the present situation and emphasized the challenges faced by the country today, i.e., attacks on democracy and communal harmony. She put examples of murder of Com Sudipto Gupta, SFI activist and Shri Narendra Dabholkar, Rationalist to emphasise her point. She said that present NDA government implementing apart from anti working class policies is creating an un-scientific, irrational climate in the country. In the name of education reforms “belief” is made the basis of education policy which is very dangerous.
She exhorted the pensioners to write to the media in hundreds, so that pressure is created against the government’s false and misleading propaganda.

Com Basudev Achariya, Ex MP CPI(M), inaugurated the conference. In his inaugural address he said that NDA government is in a hurry to implement neo liberal economic policies. In the very first session of parliament government intended to amend Factories Act, Indian Railways Act, Coal Mines Nationalization Act and increase in FDI in Insurance, Defence and Railways. Government is also going ahead with labour laws reforms without consulting trade unions to remove all obstacles from implementation of neo liberal economic policies to the full extent.

The good development is that all 11 Central Trade Unions and independent Federations and Associations have come together to lodge protest and stall the government’s sinister moves. This unity has to be strengthened.
He appealed to the pensioners to educate the masses on these important national issues as they have time and experience.

Com Amanulla Khan, President, AIIEA addressing the inaugural session said that our past experience is that whatever may be the difficult situation we had overcome them if we have correct political understanding. He reminded that 5th General Conference of AIIPA at Delhi had taken 3 major decisions –

1) Defend nationalized insurance industry along with AIIEA.

2) Improvement and solutions to pensioners issues.

 3) Buildup broader understanding within financial sector for achieving improvements in pension.

Speaking on Insurance Laws Amendment Bill, 2008, he said that within 15 days more than 16000 letters from prominent personalities opposing FDI hike in insurance were sent to Finance Minister, which forced government to refer the bill to select committee of parliament. He said it is perhaps the only time when a bill of parliament is referred twice to parliamentary committees. He said that AIIEA presented its argument in writing and also in person before the select committee. He also informed that apparently AIIEA’s arguments are well received and appreciated by the members of the committee, but our experience also tells that arguments only do not win war, intense struggle is essential. He hoped insurance pensioners will participate whole heartedly in all programmes of AIIEA.

The conference was greeted by Com Arvind Kumar, Gen Secy. CITU, Kanpur, Com J Gurumurthi, Vice President, AIIEA, Com Ashok Tiwari, Gen Secy NCZIEF.

Com K Natarajan, General Secretary, AIIPA told the gathering that due to efforts of AIIPA many issues of pensioners are resolved. Big issues such as floater mediclaim policy with increased limits, increase in ex-gratia pension of pre 1986 retirees and their spouses, cash medical benefit to pre 1986 pensioners and spouses, 75% managements contribution to mediclaim premium for Public sector General Insurance pensioners are achieved. He assured the house that AIIPA will strive for further improvement in pensioners benefits which are obstructed by court cases. He also assured the leaders that AIIPA will ensure to fulfill their expectations and participate in all struggles of working class and masses.

The delegates’ session started at 6.30 pm on 14th Oct 2014. Com. Gen Secretary presented the report to the house on behalf of Central Committee for discussion and adoption.

Discussion on the report was initiated by Com T K Chakraborty, Nagpur at 9.30 am on 15th Oct 2014. In his submission Com Chakraborty said that Loksabha election has changed the government but not the policies. He said that the first budget presented by the Modi government is in no way different than the previous UPA-2 budgets. The government is pursuing the same economic policies. Proposal to amendment to Labour Laws and Factories Act will enable industrialists to resort to lockout, layoff closures without any restriction, maximum employees’ will be contractual workers. Government has failed to progress in any of the promises made to masses during elections, but facilities to industrialists-capitalists is provided very fast. Drug price control is removed. Communal polarization is increasing and the propaganda machinery to BJP-RSS is still continuing as was during election. He said that in such circumstances we have to fight for pensioners demands, such as 20% increase in pension on attaining 80 years age, upgradation of pension, 100% DA neutralisation etc. For that we have to strengthen our organization. He quoted Com N MS “Organisation is the vehicle to reach our goal”. He hoped that after discussion on the report, correct and proper decisions will be taken and we will go from this conference stronger.
Over all 41 delegates participated in the discussion including 3 lady delegates. All participants were in agreement with the report. They mainly discussed on UPA-2’s failure and scams, NDA governments efforts to shift the burden of losses on the working class, governments efforts to weaken public sector insurance industry, divide the masses on communal lines, governments intention to privatise/close loss making PSU’s, FDI in insurance and other sectors etc. in general. Pensioners demand regarding improvement in pension, 100% pension after 20 years service on last month’s pay, improvement in mediclaim facility, domiciliary medical treatment, National Pension System etc. Participants also made suggestions for improvement in organization and increasing membership. Every speaker expressed gratitude to Kanpur comrades for making their stay comfortable and all the help for success of conference. 
Intervening in the discussion Com N M Sundaram, Ex President, AIIEA and guiding lamp of the insurance employees’ movement recalled the history of achieving the pension in the financial sector. He was very critical of communal agenda propagated by the offshoots of RSS/BJP. He said India is one and will remain one. It cannot be divided by caste/religion. Speaking on economic policies, he said that US market is saturated. They want to come to India to market their products. As such PM’s call to “Make in India” cannot materialise. Moreover there is no investment in development of skills in Indian labour force. China has that advantage. He described perils of American economy and society. Presenting his views on LIC and PS General Insurance, he reiterated the fact that PS Insurance companies are mobilizing people’s money for nation building. He was confident that whatever the requirement of the nation we will deliver. He concluded with “AIIEA tells I will deliver, tells workers to work, Modi/Jaitley do not destroy LIC/GIC”
Com Amanulla Khan, President AIIEA while guiding the delegates said that challenges are immense. While speaking before NRI’s in US, PM Modi made three major points –

1) It is not the business of government to do business.

2) He will remove all hurdles to do business.

3) His government will facilitate wealth creation, but it is not the job of the government to distribute the wealth.

These are the same words British PM Mrs. Margaret Thatcher said in 1979. And this has taken the world to economic crisis. The policies persued by the government is to withdraw from the responsibility to take care of vulnerable section of society. Wealth is accumulating in the hands of few.

He forecast the failure of “Make in India” as infrastructure is not there and government’s route of Public-Private partnership is exploitative. With only low wages PM cannot attract foreign investment in manufacturing sector.

He also analysed insurance industry and achievements of public sector insurance industry.

On pensioners issue he said that our demands are achievable. Improvement in mediclaim policy is a continuous process. We have achieved floater policy. We have achieved Rs. 12,000/- and Rs. 6,000/- per annum cash medical benefit for pre 1986 retirees. Family pension improvement, 100% nuetralisation of DA for pre 1.8.1997 pensioners  are also achievable but for extraneous reasons. He suggested that besides demanding improvement in pension, we should also demand for periodical increase in basic pension say by 20% after attaining 80 years age and further thereafter.  He called for coordination in financial sector, universalisation of pension and to strengthen the organization with better political and economic understanding. 
Com K Venugopal, Vice President, AIIEA, intervening in the discussion on 16th Oct 2014 also explained the cost of pension. He said that another option for pension to existing as well to retirees who retired without pension, is also a major demand. Government is not in favour of LIC/GIC subsidizing the pension. He informed the house that on 26th Nov 2014 there will be a meeting of all pensioners associations of all sectors which besides quantifying minimum pension will also form an umbrella organization of pensioners. He emphasized the need of protecting the present pension, for that we should fight to protect LIC/PSGI companies. He called upon the pensioners to participate in all agitational programmes to protect LIC/PSGI companies.
Com K Natarajan, Gen. Secretary, while summing up the discussion thanked the comrades of Kanpur and NCZIEF for their excellent arrangements and cooperation in organizing the conference. He expressed satisfaction in the unanimity of delegates in assessment of present political and economic situation. He also said that if there will be no Public Sector, there will not be pension also. He said that we cannot remain aloof from policies which try to destroy public sector. We must protest. He said that big corruptions started only since 1991, i.e., with neo liberal economic policy.

We could force management to increase ex-gratia pension to pre 1986 retirees despite pending court cases.

While explaining court cases, he said that Section 48 of LIC (amendment) Act 1981 gives total power to government to change service conditions. Our pension has also come through government notification only. As such decision of LIC Board has to be approved and notified by government.

Our major demands are –

1) Same DA formula for all pensioners.

2) Family pension @ 30% for all basics.

3) Increase in minimum pension.
As such the programme proposed by General Secretary –

1) To participate in all democratic and workers programme.

2) To increase membership and to include GI pensioner’s by forming combined organization.

3) To be part of umbrella organization of pensioner’s to be formed on 26th Nov 2014.

4) To participate/organize State coordination committee’s of pensioner’s.

5) To participate in 5th Dec 2014 all India demands day programme of all Central TUs.

The house adopted the report unanimously.

Audited A/c for the year 2011, 2012 and 2013 were passed. Authority of appointment of Auditor for 2014 is given to newly elected Secretariat.

12 resolutions in respect of various pensioners demands and economic policies were passed during the course of conference. 

The house unanimously elected the following Secretariat members and C C members.
1)  PRESIDENT – Com M L SETIYA

2)  VICE PRESIDENTS – Com G N MAHANTY

                                          Com N K PACHOURI

                                          Com SUBHASH MITRA

                                          Com K NATARAJAN

                                          Com M SIVARAMAN

3)  GENERAL SECRETARY – Com T K CHAKRABORTY

4)  JT SECRETARIES – Com K S SAPATE

                                      Com J R MEHTA

                                      Com R JANARDHAN

                                      Com P BAGCHI

                                      Com V K GUPTA

5)  TREASURER – Com S Z DHOTE

6)  CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

           Com R C VYAS (Indore)

           Com BIMAL KUMAR DAS (KSDO)
          Com H M ROY (KMDO-1)

          Com M M VARMA (Patna)

          Com R NARSIMHAN (GI Chennai)

          Com P V SUBBARAO (GI Vishakhapatnam)

          Com P BASAK (GI Kolkata)

          Com A C CHAUHAN (Shimla)

          Com M M BAGGA (Karnal)

          Com B P GUPTA (Jaipur)

          Com R P SINGH (Aligarh)

          Com R N PANDE (Varanasi)

          Com R SANKARAN (Chennai)

          Com SANKARA SUBRAMANIAN (Tirunelveli)

          Com P K SUBRAMANIAN (Thrissur)

          Com K N B ACHARYALU (Hyderabad)

          Com C R KRISHNAMOORTHY (Mysore)

          Com G K GANGADHAR (Bangalore)

          Com B J KERKER (Pune)

          Com M J DAMLE (Mumbai)

          Com N B PANDYA (Ahmedabad)

          Com N P DESAI (Surat)

Com T K Chakraborty, newly elected Gen Secretary moved resolution expressing gratitude and appreciating the contribution made by outgoing Secretariat and C C members for their contribution in building and strengthening AIIPA.

Com M L Setiya, President expressed his thanks to delegates and observers for smooth functioning of the conference and enriching the report by their valuable participation.

He also thanked comrades of Kanpur, Jhansi and Lucknow for their untiring work in making all arrangements for the conference and making the stay of senior comrades comfortable.
He extended his thanks to Com Chandrashekhar Bose, the doyen of insurance employees’ movement, Com N M Sundaram, Com Amanulla Khan, Com K Venugopal who guided the conference. He also expressed his gratitude to outgoing secretariat members. With his assurance to the house that nothing will be left and all efforts will be made, the conference came to an end.
With  greetings.
                                                                                                                                 Comradely yours,
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                                                                                                                                 T K Chakraborty

                                                                                                                              (General Secretary)

WISH YOU AND YOUR FAMILY A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS DIWALI
