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Cir.No.20 / 2014                                                                          31st December, 2014
To all the Zonal/Divisional/State/Regional Units

Dear Comrades,

RING OUT THE OLD, RING IN THE NEW
The Year 2014 is about to lapse into the limbo of history. The Year 2015 is knocking on our doors. As we set out to bid adieu to the year gone by and warmly embrace the year that is coming in, we must take a pause and ponder over the ups and downs, the ecstasy and agony, the elation and depression that the working people have gone through. For, this alone will help us in combating the challenges head on in the New Year.
The world capitalist economies were mired in stagnation. Unemployment in almost the entire developed world was at unacceptably high levels. Global economic growth is expected to be 3.4 per cent in 2014. The growth rate of the US is not expected to cross 2 per cent. In spite of the limited recovery that is taking place, Europe is still in deep trouble. The third largest economy of the world, Japan, is already in recession. Instead of injecting demand into the economy to combat the current crisis, the capitalist states on the contrary, are contracting aggregate demand in the name of fiscal rectification. The workers have been the biggest victims of the fiscal rectification programmes. Pay cuts and wage freezes have become the norm. While workers had to face pay cuts, salaries and bonuses of the CEOs have increased manifold. This has given rise to serious resentment among the workers. France, Spain, Italy, the US and South Africa have witnessed militant struggles of the working class against the austerity measures. The entire world economy thus seems to be on the boil. While imperialism driven globalization continues to wreak havoc on the life and living of working people the world over, imperialism has bared its fangs in Iraq, Afghanistan, Palestine and other parts of the world.
As we prepare to ring in the New Year, the situation in India appears equally dismal. The BJP scored a sweeping victory in the 16th Lok Sabha elections. It promised to usher in a period of rapid development and bring “Achhe Din” for the people. People were so utterly frustrated with the Congress led UPA II government that the BJP could successfully manipulate their imagination. As one commentator put it, ‘Congress money power’ had to concede defeat before ‘BJP money power’. But the money power of the BJP, propelled as it was basically by big business, has started extracting its pound of flesh. What we see in operation today can perhaps be called ‘Saffron Neoliberalism’ at its worst. The people were jolted out of their “Achhe Din” trance by the railway passenger fare and freight rate hikes; the decision to bring 100 per cent FDI in high speed train systems;  FDI in defense production; de-regulate diesel prices; disinvest successful public sector undertakings and  to change the labour laws in favour of the employer class.
As if the triptych of liberalization, privatization and globalization were not enough, the government has now dropped its mask of development and unleashed a campaign of hatred and violence. Not only leaders of the ruling party, but Ministers of the government have been making such statements as are inconsistent with our constitution; incompatible with the inner core of our secular, democratic Republic. As we set out to celebrate the New Year, we must note that the very foundation of our Republic- Secularism and Democracy- are in great danger.
The danger to Indian Democracy is perhaps best exemplified in the manner the government promulgated an ordinance to increase the FDI limit in the insurance industry from 26 to 49 per cent, throwing all the canons of democratic governance to the winds. It is to be noted in this context that the government of India under Pt. Nehru had promulgated the life insurance nationalization ordinance in 1956 to save the people from the loot and plunder of private insurance companies; the present government has promulgated the ordinance precisely for the opposite reason- to save the private insurance companies from the scrutiny of the people. The government is beholden not to the people but to capital.
This being the class character of the present government, insurance employees must remain prepared to campaign in protection of public sector insurance industry and for a long drawn battle to secure their economic demands like wage revision and one more option for pension. Public Sector insurance industry has done admirably well in a difficult situation of the Indian economy; employees have contributed unhesitatingly to the growth and development of the industry. They deserve nothing short of a very good wage revision. Like we have tasted success in regularizing the jobs of the temporary class IV employees and upgrading the RPT employees, so shall we succeed in clinching all other pending demands. 
Comrades, New Year is the time for new resolutions. It is the time to rejoice and the time to rededicate ourselves to the cause we hold dear to our heart. It’s also the time to renew our commitment to our beliefs and values. At the dawn of this New Year, let’s join hands to the cause of the great AIIEA so that the year 2015 does not lapse into oblivion, but it becomes a shining page in the history of the working class. To quote Alfred Lord Tennyson:
“Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow;

The year is going, let him go;

Ring out the false, ring in the true.”
Wish you and your family members a HAPPY NEW YEAR. 
With warm greetings,
Comradely Yours,
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