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                                   4th November 2014

To all the State/Regional units:

Dear Comrades,

     Standing Committee (GI), AIIEA, calls 
         • to intensify campaign against Insurance Bill & Disinvestment of PSGI Cos
         • to pursue for early clearance of Pension option
         • to seek early settlement of Wage Revision thro continuous talks
         • to end apathy of management on issues vis PLIS, Promotions, etc.

The two-day meeting of the Standing Committee (General Insurance), AIIEA, concluded at Patna on November 3, 2014. The meeting was hosted by Bihar-Jharkhand State GIEA. Com.J.Gurumurthy presided over the meeting. Com.K.V.V.S.N.Raju made a detailed presentation on the issues confronting the industry and the employees. Com.V.Ramesh, General Secretary, gave a special address.     

Barring four units, all the other State/Regional units were represented in the meeting. Thirty comrades, who are leaders in the respective State/Regions, participated in the discussion.

The meeting took satisfaction that a big majority of the new recruit Assistants (2013 Batch) have joined AIIEA which fought to get the recruitment exercise restored after 20 years. The meeting took note of the steps already initiated by various units to help the candidates in the ensuing recruitment exercise as well, such as holding coaching classes etc.  New India has already notified 1536 Assistant vacancies for recruitment. The other three companies are expected to notify the recruitment vacancies in due course (United India 600+, Oriental 600+ and National 1000). 
As per the call of AIIEA, the campaign against Insurance Bill is being carried out by the units. The Kerala unit has just concluded a serious campaign of visiting all centres to mobilize public opinion against the Bill. The Select Committee is slated to submit its report to Rajya Sabha in the winter session of Parliament commencing 24th November.  Going by the attitude of government vis-à-vis public sector, the Standing Committee meeting decided to intensify the campaign against the Bill and disinvestment of PSGI Cos. Besides mobilizing public opinion through conventions, seminars etc., the Standing Committee has decided to undertake other forms of actions to attract the attention of the people on this issue. The Headquarters of the affiliated units (State / Regional) are advised to hold Press Meets on 20th November, 2014 to highlight our opposition to increase in FDI limit and disinvestment of PSGI Cos.
The meeting noted with concern the continuing delay in the resumption of negotiations on wage revision and also on clearance of pension option. The meeting decided to exert pressure to seek early settlement of wage revision through continuous dialogue and to pursue for early clearance of another option of pension. The meeting decided to hold office-wise / centre-wise employees’ meetings to highlight the justification on our demands and to prepare the employees for further action. This programme should be taken up immediately and concluded by 1st week of December.
There was sharp criticism on the apathy of the management on issues vis PLIS, Promotions, LTS etc. There is delay in providing relief to women employees in the matter of posting and transfers. Though the provision for compassionate ground appointment is restored, the mechanical application of the cut off date of 01.11.2014 renders this welfare measure unhelpful in respect of the pending cases where the families of the deceased are in penury. Some of the companies are denying the benefit of 1995 Pension scheme in respect of PTS recruited before 01.01.2004 and upgraded as FTS subsequently. The meeting decided that these and other issues should be pursued seriously for solution.
Central TUs against Govt’s policies:
As per the call given by Central Trade Unions and industrial federations, various programmes are being organized across the country on the common demands which include opposition to Labour Law reforms, FDI in insurance, railways and defence and disinvestment of PSUs. General insurance units are advised to associate themselves in all the programmes. The units in and around Delhi will organize the employees for the central rally at Delhi on 05.12.2014. 
With greetings,

Comradely yours,
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K.V.V.S.N.RAJU
Secretary

