ALL INDIA INSURANCE PENSIONERS’ ASSOCIATION

Bharat Insurance Building (Annexe),

133, Anna Salai, Chennai 600 002.

E-mail : aiipachennai@gmail.com
Circular No: 19/2014                                                                                     18th August 2014                                               

To all State/Regional/Divisional Units:

Dear Comrades,

AIIPA's meeting with the Chairman, GIPSA, to press for solution to the Public Sector General Insurance pensioners’ issues

AIIPA Delegation met Shri.G.Srinivasan, Chairman, GIPSA at Mumbai on 14th August 2014 and discussed the issues of the Public Sector General Insurance pensioners. The Delegation pointed out to the GIPSA Chairman that while the management of LIC was pleading that in view of the Court cases, they were not able to resolve the issues of the LIC pensioners (which argument AIIPA does not buy), there was no such bar for GIPSA for resolving the issues of the General Insurance pensioners and that they should effectively take up with the Government for early redressal of the long-pending issues of the pensioners.

 The Delegation conveyed its unhappiness over the approach and attitude of GIPSA in not taking decisions to extend the benefits like payment of enhanced gratuity to Class I officers retired from 1.8.1992 to 31.7.1994, even after highest Court's order, which has been made in LIC and payment of monthly cash medical allowance to pre-1.1.1986 retirees and to spouses of deceased retirees which has been paid in LIC etc. 

GIPSA Chairman, while agreeing to take up the issues of the Public Sector General Insurance pensioners with the Government for solutions, was of the opinion and view that Government decisions are taken for the Public Sector Insurance industry - LIC & GIPSA as a whole and no decision for GIPSA alone would forthcome from the Government. However on our pressing for the GIPSA taking up the issues with the Government, he agreed to discuss the same in the governing body of GIPSA. The Delegation insisted on finding solutions to payment of cent percent neutralisation in Dearness Relief to pre-1.8.1997 pensioners, updation of pension corresponding to current wage-level and enhancement of ex-gratia paid to pre-1.1.1986 retirees, increase in minimum pension and payment of family pension at uniform rate of 30% etc.

 Chairman informed that, based on the communication received from the Government, ex-gratia paid to the pre-1.1.1986 retirees has been increased to Rs.350 per month plus Dearness Relief @ 0.67% and for the spouses of deceased to Rs.175 per month plus Dearness Relief @0.67% effective from 21.7.2014 (the increase for the retirees will be Rs.466 per month (apprx) and for the spouses, it will be Rs.631 per month apprx) and the circular to this effect has also been issued by the concerned companies. The Delegation, while reacting to this pittance of increase in ex-gratia, demanded that the ex-gratia quantum must be doubled atleast and wanted the GIPSA to take up with the Government.

 The Delegation wanted the Class I Officers retired between 1.8.1992 and 31.1.1994 should be sanctioned pension revision on the basis of recent Supreme Court order in LIC case. The Chairman, after some discussion, agreed to revisit the issues of payment of revised gratuity to retired officers (1.81992 to 31.7.1994) and also the issues of monthly medical allowance to pre-1.1.1986 retirees and the spouses of deceased retirees etc,. and discuss the same in the governing body of  GIPSA.

The initial reaction of Chairman, GIPSA was not favourable, when the Delegation raised the issue of payment of revised salary and other consequential benefits to SVRS optees, but after the Delegation pointed out that how ethically, morally and legally it was not correct to deny these benefits to SVRS optees and the undertaking by the optees was given by the optees under coersion only, he relented and agreed to discuss the matter afresh in the governing body of GIPSA. 

The Delegation wanted grant of month medical allowance to pensioners for domiciliary treatment as they have to incur good amount of money for the same, it was also pointed out with the introduction of TPA, there was delay in settlement of mediclaim bills and the Chairman assured to attend to the issue and solve them if any instance is brought to the notice of the management. 

The Chairman also assured to find out how best the issue of extending the facility of holiday homes to pensioners could be solved and also clarified that there was no bar for the pensioners getting guesthouse accommodation, if they are vacant. 

This meeting with the Chairman, GIPSA was cordial with the hope, more such meetings will be taking place in future.

AIIPA will continue to pursue all issues of the Public Sector General Insurance pensioners without respite till they are realised. 

On to the Sixth All India Conference of AIIPA!

With Greetings,
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                                                                                                 Yours Comradely,

                                                                                                (K.NATARAJAN)

                                                                                                 General Secretary
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