ALL INDIA INSURANCE PENSIONERS’ ASSOCIATION

Bharat Insurance Building (Annexe),

133, Anna Salai, Chennai 600 002.

E-mail : aiipachennai@gmail.com
Circular No: 09/2014                                                                                                          5th June 2014                                               

To all State/Regional/Divisional Units:
Dear Comrades,

Re: Issues of LIC pensioners – Letter to Chairman

We are reproducing hereinbelow the text of the letter addressed to the Chairman, LIC, Central Office, Mumbai, on the long-pending issues of LIC pensioners, which is self-explanatory.

With Greetings,
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                                                                                                                          Yours Comradely,

                         (K.NATARAJAN)

                                                                                                                          General Secretary

                                                                                                                                            4th June 2014

Shri.S.K.Roy,

Chairman,

LIC of India,

Central Office,

Mumbai.

Dear Sir,

Long pending issues of LIC pensioners

All India Insurance Pensioners’ Association’s (AIIPA) efforts to make the management of LIC to concede the twin demands of increased ex-gratia to pre-1986 retirees and grant of full neutralisation in Dearness Relief to pre-August 1997 pensioners have not met with success till now and LIC continues to remain pre-occupied with its legal discourses.

The management is well aware that the issue of hike in ex-gratia is not subjuidice and the justness of demand in relation to pre-August 1997 pensioners is not a matter agitated upon in judicial proceedings but still AIIPA’s demand to settle these even before a final verdict by the apex Court  has not been appreciated and accepted by the management.

We learn that an application to provide relief to pre-August 1997 pensioners under one of the civil appeals before the Supreme Court came up and LIC has been advised to file its objections.

If one goes through the affidavits filed by LIC, one can understand that contentions relate to the way in which the Board Resolution of November 2001 can get implemented with the ethical and moral responsibility cast upon LIC to ensure implementation of its own Board Resolution. The organisation feels the objections by LIC can only be technical.

It is our opinion that LIC probably was ordained by the erstwhile Government not to decide but to wait for the judicial outcome. Now that a new Government has taken over, AIIPA feels that LIC can initiate fresh steps with the Government and find solution immediately even before the judicial proceedings restart in August 2014.

AIIPA is of the firm opinion that the present occasion can be utilised to inform the Court that LIC is willing to  grant the benefit from August 1997 as per rules governing the payment of pension and Dearness Relief thereon as proposed in the LIC’s Board Resolution and in tune with the averments made while filing counters for the various IAs and with corresponding benefit to post July 1997 pensioners.

All India Insurance Pensioners’ Association desires that the new situation should be fully utilised to grant the benefits overdue and LIC should revive the spirit of 2008, when there was favourable inclination, play a proactive role and ensure positive response from the Government.

Our organisation feels that time is ripe for affirmative action on the part of LIC to implement its Board Resolution and that LIC should not procrastinate and prolong matters on the plea of filing objections and waiting for the apex Court to give its pronouncement. AIIPA desires that LIC adheres to its responsibility towards the pensioners and not remain content to initiate steps only when situations demand but act with sagacity to bring in favourable solution to render justice to the pensioners.

The grant of increased ex-gratia to pre-1986 retirees is as important as the above and as grant of uniform rate of Dearness Relief irrespective of date of cessasion of service has come to lime light now we have chosen to write eloborately.

We urge upon LIC to give equal and serious attention to the question of hike in ex-gratia to pre-1986 pensioners and  modified ex-gratia with Dearness Relief for spouses of pre-1986 retirees.

Issue of upgradation of pension also needs serious consideration, especially in the background of recent developments in RBI, where it seems updation has been conceded.

The organisation opines that LIC, taking cognisance of the restlessness among the pensioners and utilising the new environment, move forward and bring about solutions on a fast track lane.

We are unhappy that LIC is not inclined to take up matters relating to increase in minimum pension and uniform rate of family pension at 30% for all with different dates of retirement/death while in service.

AIIPA urges upon LIC to shed its inhibitions and take effective measures to see that LIC pensioners are not differentiated vis-a-vis Central Government/RBI pensioners.

AIIPA feels LIC should  vigorously pursue all the issues in the interests of the community of LIC pensioners to make them feel they are equal to pensioners in other sectors, especially the Central Government pensioners.


Thanking You,

                                                                                                                              Yours faithfully,

                                                                                                                                        Sd/-

                                                                                                                            (K.NATARAJAN)

                                                                                                                             General Secretary
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